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Every activity in the Building Knowledge section builds on the same lesson. Fill in each part as we go. By the end, you’ll have a concept map of a lesson you can teach. 
Start  Your Anchor Lesson   Slide: Choose Your Anchor Lesson
	Course
	

	My lesson
One I’ll teach soon, have taught or TA’d, or would like to teach. A made-up lesson is fine.
	

	One concept in it that students often struggle with
	

	My students
Level, background, prior courses. Example: first-years, mixed majors, new to social science
	


Part 1  Activate and Bridge: Connect Prior Knowledge   Activity: Bridge Builder
	What might students already know that connects to this concept?
From everyday life, other courses, or their communities. Example: rent, tuition, textbook prices
	

	How could you help students recall what they know?
What knowledge was maybe a prerequisite or expected to be learned beforehand? How can you get them to remember it?
	

	My bridge
One analogy, example, question, or activity. Example: one student can’t afford the book vs. half the class can’t
	

	Partner check
Whose experiences might this bridge leave out? A second bridge (example: zooming out on a map, street to city):
	


Part 2  Headline It: Highlight the Big Idea   Activity: Headline It
	My lesson’s big idea as a headline
10 words or fewer. Example: “Your Problems Aren’t Just Yours: Society Shows Up Everywhere”
	

	One detail I could cut, move, or save for later
So the headline stands out. Example: Mills’s biography; save it for the reading
	


Part 3  Widen It: Cultivate Multiple Ways of Knowing   Activity: Ways of Knowing (Microsoft Form)
Check one way of knowing that could help students understand your concept:
	☐  Empirical research
	☐  Lived experience
	☐  Cultural & community traditions

	☐  Practice & craft
	☐  Story & oral tradition
	☐  Art & embodiment



	1–2 ways to bring it into this lesson
An assignment, source, guest, discussion prompt, or assessment option. Also add it to the Microsoft Form. Example: students share a family story of hard times and name the bigger pattern that shaped it.
	


Part 4  Map It: Your Lesson as a Concept Map   Activity: Map Your Lesson
Write your concept in the center. Fill each branch from Parts 1–3, then add the new “Where else?” branch. Draw lines between ideas that connect.
	
	1  Bridge it
Your bridge from Part 1
	

	2  Headline it
Your big idea from Part 2
	Anchor concept
	3  Widen it
Your way of knowing from Part 3

	
	4  Where else? (new)
Two places students could use it next (e.g., news stories, workplace burnout)
	



	The first thing I’ll try
Tell a partner, then write it here
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